	What happens next?
 

	Your child will continue to learn phonics with his/her classmates on a daily basis. The screening check is designed to help teachers identify which children need help with phonic decoding. Depending on his/her learning needs, your child may be given additional resources or input. In addition to the daily phonics session in class, your child may take part in additional catch up sessions throughout the week. 
  


	Can I help my child with phonics?
 

	Children make the best use of their understanding of phonics when they are given plenty of encouragement and learn to enjoy reading a wide variety of books and other forms of writing. Parents play a very important part in helping with this. 
 
Some simple steps to help your child learn to read through using phonics successfully: 

· Ask your child's class teacher about the school's approach to teaching phonics and how you can reinforce this at home. For example, the teacher will be able to tell you which letters and sounds the class is covering in lessons each week. 
 
· When reading, encourage your child to 'sound out' unfamiliar words and then blend the sounds together from left to right, rather than looking at the pictures to guess the word. Once your child has read an unfamiliar word you can talk about what it means and help him/her to follow the story. 
 
· Try to make time to read something with your child every day and encourage other family members and friends to do the same. Support your child to blend the sounds together all the way through a word. 
 
· Keep reading all the time, wherever you are, including the school holidays when children don't have a home reading book from school. Look for as many opportunities as possible to encourage your child to use the skills they are learning; menus and leaflets and on-screen text can stimulate children to want to practise their phonic knowledge. 
 
· Word games like 'I-spy' can also be an enjoyable way of teaching children about sounds and letters as can talking about all the words which surround you, from road signs to shopping lists. If children become aware of the uses of reading, they become much more interested in practising what they know. 
 



